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Founded in 2014 and under the artistic direction of Christoph 

Poppen and Juliane Banse, FIMM has become one of the 

largest classical music festivals in Portugal, annually attracting 

thousands of artists and visitors from around the world to the 

district of Portalegre and the Alto Alentejo region. 

The Festival is organised by Marvão Music, a non-profit 

association recognised by the Portuguese Government with 

the Public Utility Status, and offers an annual 10-day 

programme featuring dozens of concerts and other events, 

including choirs and orchestras, chamber music, gastronomic 

events, open rehearsals for children and young people, 

concerts for children and families, guided tours, lectures, and 

art exhibitions.  

This year, FIMM celebrated its 11th edition by presenting a carefully 

curated programme centred on chamber music and composers’ 

portraits, featuring distinguished international artists, acclaimed 

ensembles, and exclusive collaborations. The festival offered 

audiences a refined and diverse musical experience across the 

unique and historic venues of Marvão.

THE MARVÃO INTERNATIONAL 
MUSIC FESTIVAL 
______________



With lower-than-usual ticket prices and around 25% of its 
programme offered free of charge, the Marvão International 
Music Festival (FIMM) has been a driving force for audience 
development and for the social, cultural and economic growth 
of this region of the Alentejo, located within the Serra de São 
Mamede Natural Park. It has promoted the internationalisation 
of Portuguese artists and served as a platform for the debut 
of international artists in Portugal.


With a varied programme featuring artists from various 

continents, the 11th edition of FIMM in 2025 welcomed 

around 15,000 people to Marvão, consolidating the growth 

observed since 2017 and confirming the stabilisation and 

loyalty of an audience that nearly fills every concert.
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The 11th FIMM took place from 18th to 27th July 2025 and continued the Festival’s 

trajectory of success and impact, bringing together a remarkable array of partners, 

audiences, and artists, while maintaining the attention of national and international 

media from both general and specialised press. 

RECENT HISTORY 

- 2022: the 8th edition of FIMM recovered from the pandemic and presented a complete 
programme of 37 concerts, including a special series of 10 concerts featuring all of Johannes 
Brahms' chamber music presented in chronological order


- 2023: the 9th edition of the Festival featured an extensive and varied programme with 40 

concerts and other events, including the world premiere of a commissioned work by 
composer Ferran Cruixent, a special cycle of Schubert songs, and a series of “Schubertiades”


- 2024: the 10th edition of FIMM featured nearly 40 concerts and events, including a new 
production of Mozart’s Die Entführung aus dem Serail performed three times in the Castle 
courtyard. Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy was celebrated as the central composer of the 
edition.


FIMM 2025  
11th Marvão Festival: numbers & facts 
______________

https://youtu.be/URF3e_VkDaU?si=oF-PBYLrPwhaWuzy
https://youtu.be/blzGPQThuFQ?si=qIKuDE2uUPxzL7hu
https://youtu.be/P7t2-GVgly8?si=neb_-GILuFxsT8o-


- 2025: the 11th edition of the Festival featured a programme with nearly 40 

activities over 10 days, focusing for the first time almost entirely on chamber 

music. Concerts were held both indoors and outdoors, in iconic venues such as 
Marvão Castle, the castle cistern, local churches and the Roman Ruins of Ammaia, 
creating an intimate and immersive atmosphere.


• The programme included 32 chamber music concerts, 2 choral concerts, a 
sung mass, a jazz concert, a fado concert, open rehearsals, guided tours, an 
exhibition of Portalegre Tapestries, and an art installation by Vasco Araújo at 
the Castle Keep (supported by the António Cachola Collection and MACE)


• “Musical portraits” of 25 composers were presented, ranging from 
Tchaikovsky, Ravel and Brahms to Lili and Nadia Boulanger, Webern, and 
contemporary composers Wolfgang Rihm (to whom a tribute was paid one 
year after his death) and Luís Tinoco (Pessoa Prize 2024).


• Several artists and ensembles made their debut in Portugal


• Extended participation of Portuguese artists


• Around 15,000 visitors, approximately 35% of whom were international

FIMM 2025  
11th Marvão Festival: numbers & facts 
______________

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w78YafoqtgY&list=PLOKJEggDgcRfPwY4FytTMNsMUS7wonHzo
https://marvaomusic.com/pdf/PROGRAMA_11FIMM25.pdf


• Complete audiovisual recording of 23 concerts (16 in 2024) for K&T Rights, in co-
production with CaixaForum+


• Complete audio recording of 23 concerts (16 in 2024) for the public radio station 
Antena 2


• Explanatory texts and introductory notes produced for all concerts, accessible via 
QR codes printed in the programmes


• Participation of musicians, artists, professionals and volunteers from dozens of 
countries


• Five municipalities directly and indirectly involved in the organisation and logistics: 
Marvão, Valencia de Alcántara (Spain), Portalegre, Castelo de Vide and Elvas


• Extensive coverage by national and international press, including media from 
France, Spain, Turkey, Germany and Italy


• Creation and maintenance of a dedicated mobile app for Android and iOS with new 
features, including the full programme, concert locations, videos, artist biographies, 
sponsors, and links to accommodation and tourist information


• New partners, sponsors and patrons joining the festival

FIMM 2025  
11th Marvão Festival: numbers & facts 
______________



• The President of the Portuguese Republic was once again present, after having 
awarded Maestro Christoph Poppen the Commander’s Cross of the Order of 

Infante D. Henrique last year – a distinction that recognises outstanding 
contributions to culture and the promotion of Portugal abroad, acknowledging his 
exceptional contribution to classical music over the past decade

• Several heritage sites were used and adapted for the organisation of concerts, 
including churches, the cistern, the courtyard and the keep tower of Marvão Castle, 
as well as the Roman ruins of Ammaia. Both Marvão Castle and the Ammaia 
Archaeological Complex are classified as National Monuments

• The concert at the Roman ruins of Ammaia was the largest-capacity event, 
welcoming one thousand attendees, and featured the special programme BPI | 
Fundação “la Caixa” – Jazz Night, with Maria João & Mário Laginha

• Following the pilot experience in 2024, and in order to further enhance the visitor 
experience, the food and beverage court (FIMM Terrace) featured five local 
producers, offering items such as wine, chestnut gin and craft beer

• More than 1,300 meals were served at the Artists’ Canteen

• More than 35,000 km were travelled by land, transporting artists and audiences, 
many of them in fully electric (emission-free) vehicles

FIMM 2025  
11th Marvão Festival: numbers & facts 
______________



CLICK TO SEE THE FLYER-PROGRAMME  ➡

CLICK TO SEE THE COMPLETE PROGRAMME-BOOKLET  ⬇

https://marvaomusic.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/SITE_W_FLYER_11FIMM_JUL25.pdf
https://marvaomusic.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/SITE_W_FLYER_11FIMM_JUL25.pdf
https://marvaomusic.com/pdf/PROGRAMA_11FIMM25.pdf


The 11th FIMM was attended by numerous honoured guests, including His Excellency the President of the Portuguese Republic, several Secretaries of State, the 
Vice-President of the Alentejo Regional Coordination and Development Commission (CCDR), the President of the Alentejo and Ribatejo Regional Tourism Entity (ERT), 
the President and Executive Director of the Alentejo Regional Tourism Promotion Agency (ARPTA), leaders of various municipalities, representatives of the event’s 
Main Sponsors, and more than 30 Ambassadors and other Heads of Diplomatic Missions.
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“With its imposing castle and glorious sunsets, Marvão’s open-
air festival is a stunning setting for music.”
BBC Music Magazine, UK

“This is a major act of cultural resistance.”

Alain Lompech
Bachtrack, France

“In Marvão, music is not only heard – it is elevated.”

João van Zeller
Observador, Portugal

“An international-level festival where music and nature, stillness 
and harmony coexist.”

Justo Romero
Beckmesser, Spain

“At the top of Marvão, far from the turmoil of the world, 
everything is order and beauty.”

Jany Campello
ResMusica, France
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“Magical moments, associated with the highest artistic quality, 
that make the Marvão International Music Festival unique.”

Leonídio Paulo Ferreira
Diário de Notícias, Portugal

“Here, music replaces weapons.”

Roland Machenaud
InfoTravel, France

“At its 11th edition, the festival has already won over both 
audiences and artists, embedding classical music into the 
Alentejo landscape.”

Ricardo da Rocha
Público, Portugal

“To truly appreciate music again, we need, paradoxically, silence 
– and here silence abounds.”

Alberto Mattioli
Il Foglio, Italy

“The Marvão International Music Festival is not just a musical 
event. It is a state of mind.”

Eray Aytimur
Andante, Turkey

© FIMM / Paulo Gouveia, Zuza Rożek



“A project of excellence that intoxicates the senses. A true 
musical feast.”

Ana Rocha
Expresso, Portugal

“I left the Marvão Festival with a feeling of sadness, because I 
enjoyed it even more than I had expected.”

Maruxa Baliñas
mundoclasico.com, Spain

“At this festival, true communities are created.”

Nicola Cattò
Rivista Musica, Italy

“A classical music festival that has everything it needs to 
become one of the biggest in Europe”

Thierry Hillériteau
Le Figaro, France (2023)

“The musical impact was strong and direct, and there was an 
enhanced sense of dimensionality and depth”

Laurence Vittes
Seen and Heard International, UK (2024)

“The best music festival in Portugal”

Andrés Moreno Mengíbar
Scherzo, Spain (2024)
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A 75-minute documentary produced by RTP – Rádio e Televisão de Portugal – 
which premiered on 18 September 2025, featuring the 2024 edition of the Festival.

▶ Play documentary 

https://www.rtp.pt/play/palco/p15436/e870831/uma-estoria-de-silencio-e-harmonia
https://www.rtp.pt/play/palco/p15436/e870831/uma-estoria-de-silencio-e-harmonia


Landing page of the Marvão International Music Festival on the free 
streaming platform CaixaForum+, presenting the event, its history, 
and an exclusive selection of full concert recordings available in the 
catalogue.

▶ Go to streaming concerts

https://caixaforumplus.org/s/marvao-caixaforumplus
https://caixaforumplus.org/s/marvao-caixaforumplus


Bilingual Website (Portuguese + English). The official website, www.marvaomusic.com, 
presents the festival’s identity and history, offering information about the programme, 
news, and background on the artistic direction. It also highlights the Festival’s partners 
and sponsors, serving as the main reference point for institutional communication and for 
those wishing to know more about FIMM’s mission and values.

DIGITAL COMMUNICATION  
Website and mobile app 
______________

Free Mobile App (Android and iOS). The FIMM app is a practical and relevant tool 
for audiences and participants. It provides full access to the festival programme in 
real time, with detailed information about artists, venues and concerts, as well as 
hospitality recommendations and visitor guidance. Designed for on-the-go use, the 
app enhances the festival experience by helping users plan and navigate their visit 
more easily and interactively.

http://www.marvaomusic.com


FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM

Our content reached hundreds of thousands of music lovers 
around the world, organically and authentically. The campaign saw 
remarkable increases in views, reach and engagement across both 
Instagram and Facebook, with festival moments widely shared by 
our audience, artists and their communities. 

Throughout the campaign, we published content daily, documented 
key artistic moments and interacted with a growing international 
following. The presence of acclaimed musicians from Portugal, 
across Europe, and other continents turned our platforms into a 
global meeting point for classical music enthusiasts. 

The result was a vibrant and far-reaching online celebration of 
music, place and people.

DIGITAL COMMUNICATION   
Social Media 
______________

Instagram content reached up 
to 60,000 daily views and over 

800 interactions per day.



DIGITAL COMMUNICATION 
Social Media 
______________



DIGITAL COMMUNICATION 
Social Media 
______________



PRESS 
___________________________________________________________

▶ CLICK OR SCAN THE 
QR CODE TO ACCESS 
THE FULL CLIPPING

https://tinyurl.com/yc6t959m
https://tinyurl.com/yc6t959m
https://tinyurl.com/yc6t959m


The distribution of media coverage for FIMM 2025 once again highlights the predominance of digital and online platforms, which accounted for two-thirds of all content 
and ensured the largest audience outreach and engagement. Traditional print media maintained a relevant presence, while television stood out with a strong 
contribution from SIC, significantly boosting the financial valuation.

The Advertising Value Equivalent (AVE) reached €725,313 in 2025, representing a 40% increase compared to 2024 and confirming the growing media impact of the 
Festival. This growth was largely driven by the consistency of online coverage and the reinforcement of television presence.

The analysis reveals a consolidated communication strategy with a stronger international projection and a clear reinforcement of media value, offering an increasingly 
attractive platform for the Festival’s partners and sponsors.

GROWING MEDIA IMPACT - 2024 vs 2025 
______________

#  Advertising Value Equivalent (AVE)

2024: €516,874 → 2025: €725,313 (+40%)

$  Outreach (Impressions)

2024: 3.8 million → 2025: 4.7 million (+22%)

%  Reach (Portuguese Population exposed)

2024: 8% → 2025: 11% (+35%)

&  Online Engagement

2024: 4.2% → 2025: 5.1% engagement rate | 2,469 interactions (+21%)



Members of the
Patrons Circle

2025







Aleksandar Madzar . André Baleiro . Arete 
Quartett . Ars ad hoc . Banda Sinfónica 
Portuguesa . Ben Kim . Christoph Poppen 
. Cologne Chamber Orchestra . Cy Leo . 
David Santos . Dmitrii Kalashnikov . Hong 
Kong Sinfonietta . Horácio Ferreira . 
James Cuddeford . João Barradas . 
Jordan Victoria . Joseph Moog . Ju Hyeok 
Lee . Julian Riem . Juliane Banse . 
Katharina Konradi . Martin Mitterrutzner . 
Niek Baar . Nils Mönkemeyer . Novus 
Quartet . Rafael Fingerlos . Raphaela 
Gromes . Reinhold Friedrich . Ruifeng 
Lin . William Lee…


… AND MANY OTHERS!



Daniel Boto
Managing Director | Director Executivo

daniel.boto@marvaomusic.com
M: (+351) 917 879 881

info@marvaomusic.com
www.marvaomusic.com

CONTACTS 
 _______

mailto:daniel.boto@marvaomusic.com
mailto:info@marvaomusic.com
http://www.marvaomusic.com

